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on account of the decided opinion which I entertain
upon the question of the extension of the Franchise in
Counties, I do not think that I should be acting fairly
either towards you or towards myself if I did not
endeavour to place clearly before you the impression
which a perusal of the Debate has left upon my mind,

I must begin by admitting at once that in the com-
munication which Forster made to the House of
Commons by your direction, and in his own and Bruce's
speeches, care was taken to indicate that it was not
intended to pledge the individual members of the
Government to the policy of which you and they were
advocates ; but although the Government was not
pledged as a whole to that policy, the emphatic an-
nouncement of your views, made in a manner much
more marked and striking than might have been the
case if you had been able to speak in the Debate with
all the guards and explanations which you would
doubtless then have employed, does, as it seems to me,
distinctly pledge you, as Head of the Government and
Leader of the Liberal Party, to the opinion that the
extension of the Household Franchise to the Counties
is a measure to which the Party is committed as a
practical question of the day, and which you will feel
yourself bound to deal with at an early period.

Now I am sorry to say that I entirely dissent from
this opinion,    I do not say that it may not be necessary
to  extend  the  Household  Franchise to  Counties at
some   future   time,   though   disliking   uniformity   of
Suffrage I do not desire to see it adopted even in the
future; but I feel strongly, for reasons with which I
will not now occupy your time, that this extension ol,
Household Suffrage at the present time is not neressa^
and would be mischievous, and is a measure to thd;